FROM PROSE TO CREATIVE NONFICTION

EUROPEAN SOURCES



EXAMPLES

Letters






Artistic personal correspondence, ancient sources

History






Classical historical narratives

The Essay





Greco-Roman origins of rhetoric and prose form








Renaissance development of classical rhetoric









e.g. Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592 A.D.)









(digressive, self-anchored commentary

Criticism





e.g. the preface to Lyrical Ballads (1798)

Journalism





News reporting & writing develops, influences novels

Biography





e.g. James Boswell’s Life of Samuel Johnson (1791)

AMERICAN SOURCES



EXAMPLES

History & Historical Writings



e.g. Cotton Mather’s 17th century Puritan writings

Captivity & Slave Narratives



e.g. Mary Rowlandson’s “A True History” (1682)








e.g. Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the Life (1845)

Criticism





e.g. Poe’s “Philosophy of Composition” (1846)

The Autobiography




Franklin (1791), Malcolm X (1965), Obama (1995), etc.

The Rags to Riches Narrative



Horatio Alger, Jr. (1832-1899)

Social Climbing & Assimilation Narratives

What Makes Sammy Run? (1941)

The New Journalism




Long-form, magazine-style, “literary” journalism









e.g. Tom Wolfe, Hunter S. Thompson, Norman









Mailer, Joan Didion, Truman Capote, etc.

“Creative Nonfiction”




Hybrid long-form prose mixing reportage, argument,








essay/rhetorical styles, autobiography, lyricism, etc.

QUOTES

“This, reader, is an honest book. … I have intended it solely for the pleasure of my relatives and friends so that, when they have lost me – which they soon must – they may recover some features of my character and disposition, and thus keep the memory they have of me more completely and vividly alive. … Had it been my purpose to seek the world’s favour, I should have put on finer clothes … But I want to appear in my simple, natural, an everyday dress, without strain or artifice …” — MONTAIGNE, ESSAYS
“Having emerg’d from the Poverty & Obscurity in which I was born & bred, to a State of Affluence & some Degree of Reputation in the World, and having gone so far thro’ Life with a considerable Share of Felicity, the conducing Means I made use of, which, with the Blessing of God, so well succeeded, my Posterity may like to know, as they may find some of them suitable to their own Situations, & therefore fit to be imitated. … [T]he next Thing most like living one’s Life over again, seems to be a Recollection of that Life; and to make that Recollection as durable as possible, the putting it down in Writing.” — BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY

“…in the early 1960s a curious new notion, just hot enough to inflame the ego, had begun to intrude … that it just might be possible to write journalism that would … read like a novel. … [The writers in this book] never guessed for a minute that the work they would do over the next ten years, as journalists, would wipe out the novel as literature’s main event.” — TOM WOLFE in THE PREFACE TO THE NEW JOURNALISM
